


































Railway Safety Act of 2023
•Mandates spacing of wayside detectors
•Require Class Is to submit plans for defect detectors
•Mandate defect detector spacing ~ 10 miles



Railway Safety Act of 2023
•Redefines and restricts high-hazard trains

(A) 20 or more tank cars loaded with a flammable liquid;
(B) 1 tank car or intermodal portable tank load with a material toxic 
or poisonous by inhalation;
(C) 1 or more cars loaded with high-level radioactive waste or 
nuclear fuel;
(D) 10 or more cars loaded with explosives;
(E) 5 or more tank cars loaded with a flammable gas;
(F) 20 or more cars loaded with any combination of flammable 
liquids, flammable gases, or explosives.



Railway Safety Act of 2023
•Redefines and restricts high-hazard trains
• Speed limits
• Tank car requirements and standards
•Mandates providing consist information to certain first 

responder organizations
• Requirements for buffer cars



Railway Safety Act of 2023
•Evaluation and rulemaking on train length

•Update to rules and requirements for pre-
departure car inspections and periodic car 
inspections



Railway Safety Act of 2023
Two-person crew



Railway Safety Act of 2023
• Increased penalties for violations of safety 

regulations

•Phase out of older tank cars for Class 3 flammable 
liquids by the end of 2027. Tank cars to meet the 
DOT-117 standards

• “Emergency Response Assistance”
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Railway Safety Act of 2023
• U.S. Senate Commerce Committee has favorably reported the bill
• The vote was 16-11
• Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) amendment to require regulations to undergo a 

more strenuous cost-effectiveness study: Failed 15-12 (with Sen. 
Vance joining Democrats in opposition). 
• Senator Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) amendment to allow for greater 

flexibility for innovation and use of technology in risk reduction plans: 
Failed on party-line vote, 14-13. 
• Sen. Thune (R-SD) amendment to prevent an authorization of funds 

for commuter rail for detectors; Failed 15-12 (with Sen. Vance joining 
Democrats in opposition) 
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H.R. 3372 – Truck Size and Weight

•House Transportation Committee passed on 
Tuesday, May 23.
• Increases the permissible weight of a 
commercial motor vehicle to 91,000 pounds 
from the current limit of 80,000 pounds. The bill 
passed 33-27, with 5 abstentions
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Debt Limit
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